FOREWORD

A request has come to me to write a Foreword for the I f .
of the Journal of the Palaeontological Society of Indm.f Withe Ity;fztg Q%Z;g? mzfzs
come a formidable volume in the proof stage. I have looked into some of the
articles contained in this first number and found that they come not only from
6minter%t scientists in  India but also from famous scientists in mané other
countries.

: I do nmot quite know what I can say about this wvery learned collection of
articles eg&cept tg) express my pleasure that the study of palacontology has made such
progress in India and is now showing its worth by this publication.

As P1~?me Minister, I should like to congratulate those who are responsible
for this massive Memoir. But, perhaps, I have a better claim to welcome it
Long ago, when I was a student at Cambridge in England, I took up Geologé
as one of my subject;. I studied palaeontology and played about with fossils
and found them fascinating. Some part of this fascination has continued and
looking through these pages, the long years have passed by, and I have almosz
felt as if I was a student again in that dim past before ;UOT'ld wars came to
plague mankind. /

Hveryone talks of science and technology today, even though many may
have little understanding of them and of the mighty part they have played anld
are playing in the shaping of the world and in the lives of human beings
But, whether we understand them or mnot, we have inevitably to worship at th.eivl
shrine. And so, in India, we have seen during the past mﬂ.w years a (/fredt urge
for scientific development and technological progress. Great institutions kaée
grown up and more and more of owr bright young men and young women trdiw
themselves in these activities typical of owr age. Our z’)la,n'nimf depends upon/
them. Hven hard-headed politicians and men of business, tl/Lm,]{;inq of m'l/ or
the other riches under the earth’s surface, search for geologists who might / hel
them to discover these riches. In some countries, geologists are produced !annuallfj
im their thousands. India will have to go the same way and pay far’m'eute"i/'
attention to the imnumerable branches of  scientific actibitl/ and 'en'de(un')ur /to
turn them to peaceful wuses. ' g

Palaeontology might mnot appear to be more practical, in the narrow sense
of the word, than many other studies. But, science has grown not only by its
service directed to immediate practical needs, but also in its search for I'MLO’I'UZ('(Z(//;;
of all kinds. I am sure that the study of palacontoloyy is important. It (//'iv.('s’
us glimpses of the ancient history of the earth and tells us much ilbat i.S'l 07‘
practical importance. 25

I welcome, therefore, the Inaugural Number of this Jourial and congratu-
late the Palaeontological Society of India on it. For a Tiundred years or so
palaeontology has been studied in India and has revealed to wus th.e/ fcmci’)mti’?'zr(/’
story of wvarious epochs of geological history. It has told wus how }l»é Hunu
layas have grown and how the other parts of this great conntry /mve/ (/7'(l(l’ll(lUI
taken shape. The time has now come to enlarge our work and to/ i;zc-'r()(//s'ewff'é
pace. I hope this venture will help in this. N

3WW Nehan
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